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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  It seems like it’s been a long winter, and it’s only January.  We’re looking forward to warmer weather soon! 
Christmas Party: The Annual Christmas party was well attended, and the auction raised $2,380 for the Association. Thanks to all who contributed auction items, or who purchased items. Thanks also to auctioneers Tony Haan & Adam Brown. These guys did an outstanding job of selling the large variety of items, and keeping the crowd entertained and involved. Also, thanks to the Westfall family for the use of their building, and for all the work they do to get ready for the show. Thanks to the Tim Young family for cooking the pork. 
Update on the Eiserts: As previously reported, Bernie & Jaynie Eisert were injured in a car accident on the way home from Portland last summer. Their recovery continues. Bernie has had some complications, and has to have several surgeries. The Buffalo Fire Department, Tippecanoe Steam & Gas Power Assn., Northern Indiana Power From the Past & the White County Antique Power Association coordinated a benefit on January 3. The benefit raised over $14,000 to help the family with expenses related to travel to & from Indianapolis, and other needs. 
A fund has been set up at Lafayette Bank & Trust, so if you missed the benefit and would like to make a contribution, you can donate to the Eisert Family Fund at any Lafayette Bank & Trust location. You can also mail a check payable to the Eisert Family Fund to the Buffalo Fire Department, PO Box 24, Buffalo, IN 47925. 
Thanks to everyone who worked at the TSGPA concession stand at the benefit.
Website Updated:  Check out our website at www.tsgpai.org. It’s been updated to include information for the 2010 show, and photos from the 2009 show. 

[image: image2.wmf]Congratulations to Jan & Gil Zimmerman on        their 50th wedding anniversary. Friends are invited to an Open House on Sunday, February 21 from 2-4 p.m. at the Logansport Church of the Brethren. The address is 2405 Shadowlawn Drive, Logansport (near the high school). Their daughter, Terri Hankins, can be contacted at 574-753-4422 for details. If you would like to send a card, the Zimmerman’s address is 870 N. 700 E., Logansport, IN 46947. 
2010 Show Volunteer Opportunities: It’s never too early to think about helping out during the show. This year, we’ll need helpers at the main gate, as well as at Registration. We’ll also need help with set-up and tear down activities. 

The Registration area will need volunteers from Thursday through Sunday. Registration is located on the north end of the amphitheater building, under the overhang. In addition to registering exhibitors, these volunteers are also responsible for collecting membership dues, selling hats, T-shirts, and buttons. Cyrena Westfall will be coordinating that area.  Workers for this area will be in the shade. 

Workers will be needed at the main gate to direct exhibitors, collect ticket money, and give directions and information. Volunteers are needed Thursday (to direct incoming exhibitors only), and on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from about 7:00 a.m. until the time that we determine to stop selling tickets. Workers will be outside during their shifts at the gate, and you’ll need to be on your feet most of the time. Please contact Jake Westfall or Tony Haan for details.

Tractor drivers will be needed for the shuttles during the show. You need to be over 18 years of age and a licensed driver with your own tractor. We’ll also need riders on each shuttle wagon to make sure that guests get on and off safely. Kirk Young is coordinating drivers and riders. 

2010 Show Updates & Planning: TSGPA purchased 10 new maple trees to plant at the amphitheater grounds. The trees were provided and planted by Lawn & Shrub. Most of these are in the gas engine area.  We’re considering some rearrangements of the feature tent and the entertainment tent to make them more accessible and easier for visitors to find. We have booked the local country singer DJ Miller to perform again this year. DJ will be performing on Saturday at 6:00 p.m. The Burnett Creek Bluegrass band will entertain at 5:30 p.m. on Friday evening. 
Changes in Show days and weekends: At the general meeting last August, there was discussion about moving the show to the following weekend, primarily to avoid conflict with the Tippecanoe County Fair. There was also discussion about changing the days of the show to Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. This is in response to continuing reductions in exhibitors on Sunday, and our concerns that we are not providing a full show experience for those who are paying full admission price on Sunday. These topics will be addressed at the general meetings this spring. Please share your thoughts about these items with your directors.
Spread the word: Take some of our 2010 show flyers to shows and swap meets this spring, and plan to post them at local stores and businesses as we get closer to the show. Stop by Westfall’s Garage to pick up a supply of flyers to distribute. This is a great way to get the word out about our show. Also, feel free to post the show dates and details on any websites that you use, or contact Peggy if you’d like us to post on a specific site
Membership: TSGPA currently has 272 members, including 26 junior members & 61 lifetime members.
In memory: Our thoughts and prayers go to the families of three of our members who passed away recently. Florence Sterrett & her late husband Chet were involved in the early years of the “Battle Ground show”. She passed away on December 5, 2009. Dave Nagel had been a TSGPA member since 2006. He passed away on January 10, 2010. Long-time member Cass Sterrett passed away on January 12, 2010. Cass was an active participant in the show, running the sawmill & other equipment with his family. 
Upcoming events: 

· Directors & Advisors Meeting – March 25 @ 7:00 p.m. @ Westfall’s.

· 2010 Show set-up dates – Monday, July 19 – Thursday, July 22.

· 2010 Show dates – July 23, 24, 25.

· We will have at least two General Meetings prior to the show. Members will receive a card with the date.

President’s Comments: I hope everyone had a great holiday season. Once again, it’s mid-winter & we are waiting for spring. It’s a great time to work on some of those shop projects! When planning those projects, don’t forget we’re featuring IHC, so put those at the top of your to-do list. 
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone in the near future. There are exciting changes coming up and we need everyone’s input and help to continue to make our show successful. Please plan to attend upcoming meetings for more information. 

Until next time – happy wrenching & polishing!

Shane Kerkhove, President
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