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It’s Spring!  It seemed like winter would never end, but now it’s spring, which means our show is just a few short months away.  This is the last newsletter before the show. 
Work Days Scheduled: A workday has been scheduled for Saturday, May 16 at Westfall’s. Beginning at 9:00 a.m., we will work on assembling name badges, polishing coins, putting stickers on coins and any other tasks that can be done ahead of the show to make things smoother at the show. If we’re still working at lunchtime, we’ll take a break to go to lunch in Battle Ground. 
Can you hear me now? One of the things that visitors & exhibitors have mentioned repeatedly was the inability to hear the PA system in various locations. We’ve been limited as to where we can place the speakers, because we had to string speaker wire through the trees. We really could not stretch the wire across the wide open areas in the demonstration area. The Tippecanoe County Parks Department has approved our request to knife in the speaker wires, so that will allow us to place speakers more evenly around the grounds. We’ll plan to put the speakers on poles to make it easier to set them in place. 

2010 Features: The 2010 feature tractor & engine will be International. We’ll be hosting the Chapter 14 IH Collectors meet.

Gas Engine Area: We were very pleased to see our gas engine exhibitors increase last year. We had positive feedback from several of the first-time engine exhibitors, so we’re hoping to continue to expand that area. We will again provide propane for oil field engines. If you have questions about the gas engine area, please contact Doug Miller at 765-497-1834

2009 Show Volunteer Opportunities: Sign-up sheets will be available at the June General meeting, but feel free to contact the organizer to sign up for your preferred work shift.

The Registration area will need volunteers from Thursday through Sunday. Registration is located on the north end of the amphitheater building, under the overhang. In addition to registering exhibitors, these volunteers are also responsible for collecting membership dues, selling hats, T-shirts, and buttons. Cyrena Westfall will be coordinating that area.  Workers for this area will be in the shade. 

Workers will be needed at the main gate to direct exhibitors, collect ticket money, and give directions and information. Volunteers are needed Thursday (to direct incoming exhibitors only), and on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from about 7:00 a.m. until the time that we determine to stop selling tickets. Workers will be outside during their shifts at the gate, and you’ll need to be on your feet most of the time. Please contact Jake Westfall (765-497-0137) or Tony Haan (765-463-6022) for details.

Tractor drivers will be needed for the shuttles during the show. You need to be over 18 years of age and a licensed driver with your own tractor. We’ll also need riders on each shuttle wagon to make sure that guests get on and off safely. Kirk Young (765-589-7040) is coordinating drivers and riders. 

We’ll need people to help with parking. This will mostly be on Saturday. You’ll be on your feet in the parking lot/soccer fields for this job. This might be an opportunity for our Junior Members to help with the show. Please contact Fred Halsema for details. His number is 765-572-1036. 

Set-up before the show: Even if you’re not able to help in one of these areas, there will be plenty of work the days prior to the show to set up tents, tables, equipment, place signs, and other work. We need all the help we can get. We will start about 7:00 a.m. on Monday, July 20. Stay for a couple of hours or stay all day. 
Exhibitor Drawing: For the past three years, we’ve held a drawing at noon on Sundays. The goal of the drawing was to encourage more exhibitors to stick around later. Unfortunately, we’ve not seen a significant number of exhibitors staying at the show on Sunday afternoon, so the Directors have decided to discontinue the drawing. 
Field Activities: Because of the Oliver Hart Paar National Summer Show at last year’s show, we didn’t want to plow the field during the show, in case we needed the wheat field for overflow parking. We also harvested all the wheat prior to the show. This year, we do not anticipate needing the field for overflow parking, so we expect to again do field demonstrations each day of the show. 

In Memory: Our thoughts & prayers are extended to the families of three of our members that recently passed away. 
· John James had been an Association member since 2006, and was an active volunteer & participant at the show. He passed away on March 9. 
· A TSGPA member since 1999, Ralph Williams had also been an Advisor for several years, and enjoyed displaying his gas engines. He passed away on March 10. 

· Alberta Haan, a member since TSGPA was formed, passed away on April 24. Mrs. Haan’s husband, Jim, and many other family members are active in the association. We extend our sympathy to the entire family. 
Gate Book Ads: If you sponsored an ad in last year’s gate book, you will be contacted in the next few weeks by a Director or Advisor to see if you want to include your ad again this year. Ad prices are the same amount as last year. 
Upcoming events: 

· Work Day – May  16 – 9:00 a.m. at Westfall’s

· Directors Meeting – June 25 – 7:00 p.m. at Westfall's

· General Meeting – June 28 – 2:00 p.m. at Westfall's (BRING DESSERTS)
· 2009 Show set-up dates – Monday, July 20 – Thursday, July 23.

· 2009 Show dates – July 24, 25, 26.

President’s Comments: 
It’s hard to believe, but in less than 3 months, our show will be here. We need your involvement to make it run well. There will be plenty to do for everyone! Even if you’re exhibiting, if you can take an hour or two to work in one of the areas noted above, or help with set-up/tear-down, that’s a big help. Please plan to attend the General Meeting on June 28 to sign up for a work shift (or a few shifts). 

Thanks to all the Directors and Advisors who have worked to plan and organize this show. We are looking forward to another outstanding show highlighting Allis Chalmers tractors & Fairbanks Morse gas engines.
As always, don’t leave those Internationals, John Deeres, Minneapolis Molines, or other makes of tractors at home. There is plenty of room for any and all tractors, equipment, interesting farm-related or engine related collections, gas engines, or antique cars. If we have to be creative to fit them in, we will do that
Thanks, 

Shane
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