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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The holidays are behind us, and we are in the process of planning this year’s show. We anticipate a full and exciting year as we prepare for our show in July. 

Christmas Party: Despite the nasty weather, over 100 people attended the Annual Christmas party, held on December 6 at Westfall’s. There was lots of great food, and a large assortment of items was sold at the auction. We made approximately 2000 dollars from the auction. Thanks to Tony and Dan Haan for their help with the auction, and to Tim Young for cooking the pork for the meal. Special thanks, also, to the Westfalls for the use of their building, and for all the work they did to prepare for the party.
Plans for the 2009 Show: While we don’t anticipate quite the number of visitors or exhibitors as we had last year, we are still planning for an exciting show. A few changes that we are working on include:
· Planting potatoes in part of the wheat field, so we can demonstrate potato harvest.
· Obtaining tops for both shuttle wagons.

· We’ll only have one feature tent in the tractor display area (rather than the four needed in 2008 for the Oliver vendors and displays).

· We’ll purchase some additional tables and chairs for the eating area. Many of the tables and chairs that we use actually belong to the Westfall family. 

· We’ll plan to purchase some additional signs to help visitors find their way around the show. These will include restroom signs for the main building. 

· We have purchased 10 additional sitting benches that we’ll place around the grounds. 

2009 Feature: The featured tractors and equipment for this year’s show are Rumely and Allis Chalmers. The feature gas engine for the show will be Fairbanks Morse.

Gas Engine Area: We were very excited to have a number of new gas engine exhibitors last year. We’d like to continue to grow that area. Please pass the word to other gas engine collectors that there’s plenty of room for their displays. We will again provide propane for oil field engines. If you have questions about the gas engine area, please contact Doug Miller at 765-497-1834. 
2009 Show Volunteer Opportunities: It’s never too early to think about helping out during the show. This year, we’ll need helpers at the main gate, as well as at Registration. We’ll also need help with set-up and tear down activities. 

The Registration area will need volunteers from Thursday through Sunday. Registration is located on the north end of the amphitheater building, under the overhang. In addition to registering exhibitors, these volunteers are also responsible for collecting membership dues, selling hats, T-shirts, and buttons. Cyrena Westfall will be coordinating that area.  Workers for this area will be in the shade. 

Workers will be needed at the main gate to direct exhibitors, collect ticket money, and give directions and information. Volunteers are needed Thursday (to direct incoming exhibitors only), and on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from about 7:00 a.m. until the time that we determine to stop selling tickets. Workers will be outside during their shifts at the gate, and you’ll need to be on your feet most of the time. Please contact Jake Westfall or Tony Haan for details.

Tractor drivers will be needed for the shuttles during the show. You need to be over 18 years of age and a licensed driver with your own tractor. We’ll also need riders on each shuttle wagon to make sure that guests get on and off safely. Kirk Young is coordinating drivers and riders. 

2010 Feature Tractor: The 2010 show will host the Indiana IHC Collectors chapter, so we will feature International tractors, equipment, and gas engines. If you didn’t have your displays ready in time when we featured IH in 2007, you’ll have another opportunity next year. 

Website Updated:  Check out our website at www.tsgpai.org. It’s been updated to include information for the 2009 show, and photos from the 2008 show. Thanks to Dave’s Computer World in Brookston for hosting our site at no charge. 

In memory: Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Red Strange. Red enjoyed sharing his menagerie of miniature horses and other animals with the children (and adults) at the Steam and Gas Power Show for many years. We appreciate his dedication to these animals. The children at the show had a lot of fun with the animals.
Members: TSGPA currently has 284 members. That includes 21 junior members (under age 16) and 58 lifetime members.
Spread the word: Take some of our 2009 show flyers to shows and swap meets this spring, and plan to post them at local stores and businesses as we get closer to the show. Stop by Westfall’s Garage to pick up a supply of flyers to distribute. This is a great way to get the word out about our show. Also, feel free to post the show dates and details on any websites that you use, or contact Peggy if you’d like us to post on a specific site.  
Upcoming events: 

· 2009 Show set-up dates – Monday, July 20 – Thursday, July 23.

· 2009 Show dates – July 24, 25, 26.

· We will have one General Meeting prior to the show. Members will receive a card with the date.

President’s Comments: First of all, thanks to everyone who contributed to a successful holiday auction this year. Whether you donated items or bought items, we really appreciate your support! 
As we look forward to this year’s show, it’s not too soon to start working on, tuning up, cleaning up or polishing your orange tractors and/or equipment. If you have Allis Chalmers equipment that you would like to run in the working demonstration area, please contact me. We like to use the feature tractor & equipment as much as possible in the demonstration area. (Even though we are featuring Allis Chalmers, there’s plenty of room for other makes as well.)

There’s no such thing as too much help at the show. The more help, the better. Please review the areas listed on the first page of the newsletter for details about areas that need volunteers. Even if it looked like there were plenty of people working last year, there’s always room for someone else – even if it’s just to give those that spend most of the show weekend at the gates, at registration, or on a shuttle wagon, a break for a couple of hours. 

If you have ideas or suggestions for improvements or changes, please let one of your Directors know.

Thanks to everyone for all your help and support of the show. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone when the temperature warms up (hopefully that will be soon).
Thanks, 

Shane Kerkhove
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