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HAPPY NEW YEAR!  It’s hard to believe that another year has begun. We anticipate a full and exciting year as we prepare for our show in July. 

Christmas Party: Over 150 people attended the Annual Christmas party, held on December 1 at Westfall’s. There was lots of great food, and a large assortment of items was sold at the auction. We made over 2500 dollars from the auction. Thanks to everyone that donated or bought auction items. Also, thanks to Ron & Alice Knoy for their help with the auction, and to Bob Young for cooking the meat for the meal.

Changes for 2008 Show: Due to the HPOCA Summer Show, we anticipate a big show this year. In preparation for that, we are considering how best to arrange the display area. 

Because of the rain at the 2007 show, we had exhibitors unload their tractors in the parking lot, the drive them to the exhibit area. That worked well, and we are planning to do that again this year. The White County Antique Tractor group has volunteered to coordinate the exhibitor parking area for us. We are considering borrowing a loading dock for use in the exhibitor unloading area.

Other changes: 

· Additional tents for Oliver chapters and vendors. 

· For the craft demonstrations, we will use some of our own tents so we can move the craft demonstrations closer to the walkway. 

· We’ll have tops for both shuttle wagons.

· Because we may need the wheat field for overflow parking, we probably won’t do plowing demonstrations until Sunday, if at all.

· The cross cut saw contest will be held near in the sawmill area on Saturday. 
2008 Feature: The featured tractor for this year’s show is the Oliver Super 77 Diesel. Also featured will be Red River Special Threshing machines. The feature gas engine for the 2008 show will be Hercules.

Admission Fee Increase: At the November Director’s meeting, the Board of Directors voted to increase the gate admission fee to $5.00 per day for visitors over age 10. 

Gas Engine Area: Even though we expect a large number of tractors for the HPOCA show there will be plenty of room for the gas engine displays. We will again provide propane for oil field engines. If you have questions about the gas engine area, please contact Doug Miller at 765-497-1834. 

2008 Show Volunteer Opportunities: It’s never too early to think about helping out during the show. This year, we’ll need helpers at the main gate, as well as at Registration. We’ll also need help with set-up and tear down activities. 

The Registration area will need volunteers from Thursday through Sunday. Registration is located on the north end of the amphitheater building, under the overhang. In addition to registering exhibitors, these volunteers are also responsible for collecting membership dues, selling hats, T-shirts, and buttons. Cyrena Westfall will be coordinating that area.  Workers for this area will be in the shade. 

Workers will be needed at the main gate to direct exhibitors, collect ticket money, and give directions and information. Volunteers are needed Thursday (to direct incoming exhibitors only), and on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, from about 7:00 a.m. until the time that we determine to stop selling tickets. Workers will be outside during their shifts at the gate, and you’ll need to be on your feet most of the time. Please contact Jake Westfall or Tony Haan for details.

Tractor drivers will be needed for the shuttles during the show. You need to be over 18 years of age and a licensed driver with your own tractor. We’ll also need riders on each shuttle wagon to make sure that guests get on and off safely. Kirk Young is coordinating drivers and riders. 

2009 Feature Tractor: At the November Directors Meeting, the decision was made to feature Allis Chalmers for the 2009 show. So, start thinking about getting those orange tractors ready to show!

Lafayette Christmas Parade: The Tippecanoe Steam & Gas Power Association entry in the 2007 Lafayette Christmas Parade was Santa’s Workshop. The main part of the float included an Oliver tractor surrounded by several pedal tractors in a barn-like setting. One of the pedal tractors used on the float was the purple Oliver that will be the prize for the 2008 Exhibitor drawing. The Association’s blacksmith shop was towed behind.

The parade day was rainy but a number of members participated. Thanks to everyone who worked on the float and to everyone who participated in the parade. Thanks also to the Fultz family, who provided again their trailer and generator to provide a place to serve food and to keep warm and dry before the parade
Members: TSGPA currently has a total of 280 members. That includes junior members. 

HPOCA Banquet: The HPOCA banquet will be held at the University Plaza Hotel in West Lafayette on Saturday, July 26. You don’t have to be an HPOCA member to attend. The cost will be $25.00 per person. Further details will be included in the next Whistle Blast.

Upcoming events: 

· 2008 Show set-up dates – Monday, July 21 – Thursday, July 24.

· 2008 Show dates – July 25, 26, 27.

· We will have one General Meeting prior to the show. Members will receive a card with the date.

Coming Soon!!  Check out our new website at www.tsgpai.org. The website should be ready in February. Thanks to Dave’s Computer World in Brookston for hosting our site at no charge. 

Exhibitor Drawing: The 2008 exhibitor drawing prize will be a purple Oliver pedal tractor. The exhibitor drawing will be held at noon on Sunday, July 27. The winner must be present on the grounds, and their exhibit must still be on display at the time of the drawing. 

President’s Comments: I’m looking forward to another great year in 2008. The HPOCA show will be exciting, and will bring visitors and exhibitors for across the country to our show. I’ve already received calls asking for details about the show. The Directors and Advisors are working on ways to organize the show and to make it as enjoyable as possible for our visitors.

We need the active involvement of our membership to make the show a success. Please talk to your Directors about your ideas and suggestions. 

Thanks, 

Peggy
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